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Professional Development for Educators 

Topic Details Description 

Intro to Google Classroom 

Instructor: 
Chris Mastrogiacomo, M.S. Sp.Ed. 

Date: Thursday, October 3, 2019 
Time: 3:45-6:45 pm 

Location: Pilgrim Academy 
42 Industrial Park Road  
Plymouth, MA 02360 

Cost: $75 
Register through Smart PD by: 
Thursday, September 26, 2019 

The Google for Education Suite continues to grow within schools. 
Classes use it for constant communication, assignments, and as a 
central hub for their class. Parents like it because of the ease of 
access and parent summaries. Staff like it because it 
automatically syncs with other Google products. Students find it 
useful because they can access their Google Classroom from 
anywhere. Nevertheless, there are many details that the typical 
Google user does not fully utilize when creating or using Google 
for Education. This introduction offering will walk through 
setting up a Google Classroom, learning how to sync that 
classroom with devices, learning which other Google products 
fit, sync, and work with Classroom, and learn how to seamlessly 
integrate everything from assignments to web links to grade 
importing. This is a “bring your own device” session, and 
participants need a working Google account (of any sort) to fully 
participate. 

Collaborative Problem 
Solving: An Introductory 
Course 

Instructors:  
Kathleen Dorn, M.Ed., BCBA 
Kara Patchin, M.Ed., BCBA 

Dates: Tuesday: October 1, 15, 29 
and November 12, 2019   
Time: 4:00-6:00 pm  

Location: Pilgrim Academy 
42 Industrial Park Road 
Plymouth MA 02360 

Cost: $225 
Register through Smart PD by: 
Tuesday, September 24, 2019 

Format:  
Hybrid - in person and online 
Prior to face-to-face instruction, 
participants are required to view 3 
online videos in order to familiarize 
themselves with the approach and 
the theories, which will be 
presented in the course. After the 
two-day face-to-face instruction, 
participants are invited to attend a 
video conference consultation with 
the trainers. 

According to the US Department of education, some 2.7 million 
children were suspended from school (2015-2016) for behavior 
problems, and research shows that students with just one 
suspension are twice as likely to drop out of school. 

Neuroscience research shows that children with behavior 
challenges typically have delays or gaps in critical thinking skills 
that most of us take for granted. When a child struggles with 
reading, we teach them. When a child struggles with math, we 
teach them. However, when a child struggles to behave (i.e., 
communicate frustration in an age appropriate or expected 
way), we, quite often, punish them.  

Collaborative Problem Solving entails a very different idea about 
why kids struggle. Research over the past 30 years has 
demonstrated that for the majority of our struggling students, 
their challenges result from, not a lack of wanting to behave, but 
rather, a lack of critical thinking skills when it comes to things 
like problem-solving, frustration tolerance, and flexibility. The 
CPS approach focuses on helping adults teach foundational skills 
that these children lack while resolving chronic problems that 
tend to occur in the context of problem behavior. 

This four-day introductory training provides a foundation for 
professionals interested in learning about Collaborative Problem 
Solving and how to implement this intervention in their schools 
and classrooms. 
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Social-Emotional Learning In 3D 

Instructor:  
Dr. Teresa Sullivan 

Date: Friday, October 25, 2019 
Time: 9:00 am -3:00 pm 

Location: Pilgrim Academy 
42 Industrial Park Road  
Plymouth, MA 02360 

Cost: $200 
Refreshments/Lunch included 
Register through Smart PD by: 
Friday, October 18, 2019 

What’s your Social Emotional Learning Model? Healthy schools 
are characterized by strong, safe and vibrant climates built in 
principles of equity and tiered supports.  Developing and 
implementing a framework for social-emotional learning must 
be a purposeful endeavor-it doesn’t just happen.  Articulate and 
employ a system that ensures whole school climate, at-risk 
subgroups and students in crisis are all supported and protected.  
The 3D Model is grounded in social justice theory and structured 
clinical intervention. 

The Love/Hate Relationship in 
the Classroom: Screens and 
Media in our Students’ Hands 

Presenter: 
Kerry Gallagher 

Date: Tuesday, November 5, 2019 

Time: 9:00 am -3:00 pm 

Location: Pilgrim Academy 

42 Industrial Park Road  
Plymouth, MA 02360 

Cost: $200 
Refreshments/Lunch included 
Register through Smart PD by: 
Tuesday, October, 29, 2019 

AM Session: Stop Worrying About Screen Time 
Adults, teens, and children spend more time with their fingers 
and faces on screens than ever before. Should we be worried? 
How is this changing our brains? This session will review the 
latest neurological research around screen use. Then we will talk 
about concrete actionable teaching strategies to use both when 
talking with parents and in the classroom with students of all 
ages to build the skills necessary to navigate our digital world 
successfully.  
PM Session: Teaching Media Literacy in an Era of Fake News 
When students are using their screens, they are exposed to a lot 
of media: the good, the bad, and the ugly. In fact, we hear a lot 
about “fake news,” but that term is really a symptom of the lack 
of media literacy in a digital age where information is instant. 
Stanford Graduate School of Education found that more than 
80% of middle and high school students were unable to 
distinguish between advertisements and real news stories. This 
session will include advice from educators, journalists, media 
literacy experts, and emotional intelligence researchers on how 
to bring critical media literacy skills to your classroom so 
students are able to make informed decisions about the media 
that bombards them every day. 

How Transition Assessments 
Serve as the Common Thread in 
the Transition Process 

Presenter: 
Mary Brennan, M.Ed. 

Date: Saturday, November 16, 2019 

Time: 10:00 am -1:00 pm 

Location: Pilgrim Academy 

42 Industrial Park Road  
Plymouth, MA 02360 

Cost: $100 
Register through Smart PD by: 
Friday, November 8, 2019 

Transition assessments are ongoing processes of data collection 
on an individual’s needs, preferences and interests as they relate 
to the demands of independent living.  Conducting meaningful 
assessments and creating appropriate programming to meet the 
needs of individuals present a challenge to many educators.  In 
this workshop participants will learn: 

 Age Appropriate Transition Assessment Toolkit

 Informal and Formal Transition Assessment Models

 How to effectively weave the Assessment findings into
the IEP and TPF.
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Creating Ready to Learn 
Classrooms 

Presenters:  
Joanna Silverman, M.Ed. 
Susan McNamara, M.A. 

Date: Friday, January 31, 2020 
Time: 9:00 am -3:00 pm 

Location: Pilgrim Academy 
42 Industrial Park Road  
Plymouth, MA 02360 

Cost: $200 
Refreshments/Lunch included 
Register through Smart PD by: 
Friday, January 24, 2020 

Are you among the growing number of educators concerned 
with your student’s lack of attention, focus and self-regulation? 
Do you often feel that you are the hardest working person in the 
room leaving you wondering whether your students are getting 
what they need? 

Real change in a classroom requires more than the all too often 
suggested accommodations.  If you are ready to build a 
classroom based on what students really need to be engaged 
learners we invite you to join us.  In addition to learning specific 
strategies, participants will have the opportunity to learn for 
themselves practices, approaches and techniques that focus, 
clear, and energize body and mind. 

Self Determination and the 
Transition Process 

Presenter: 
Mary Brennan, M.Ed. 

Date: Saturday, February 8, 2020 

Time: 10:00 am -1:00 pm 

Location: Pilgrim Academy 

42 Industrial Park Road  
Plymouth, MA 02360 

Cost: $100 
Register through Smart PD by: 
Friday, January 31, 2020 

"Learning self-determination skills is the most important factor 
in quality of life outcomes for all people." This ½ day workshop 
will explore the importance of developing self-determination 
skills such as self-advocacy and self-awareness to improve 
postsecondary outcomes for students with disabilities. The 
presentation will include practical approaches and resources to 
assess and teach these important skills. 

Writing IEP Goals that are 
Meaningful, Measurable and 
Manageable 

Presenter: 
Deborah Booth M.Ed. 

Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 
Time: 3:45-6:45 pm 

Location: Pilgrim Academy 
42 Industrial Park Road  
Plymouth, MA 02360 

Cost: $75 

Register through Smart PD by: 
Tuesday, March 3, 2020 

We all suffer from writer’s block every now and then when it 
comes to writing Individualized Education Plans (IEPs), especially 
when we are thinking about writing goals. We want to make 
sure the plan delivers what it promises: individualization.  
Most importantly, we know those goals must be measurable 
because when we report progress we have to use data to show 
whether or not the goal was met. So, how do we write these 
goals? It is not as tricky as you think, but it does take some 
planning!  This hands-on workshop will focus on writing IEP goals 
and objectives that are meaningful, measurable and manageable 
and will provide educators with some practical tips, tools and 
templates to facilitate the process!  Participants should bring an 
IEP to work on during the training. 

Living and Learning on the 
Spectrum 

Presenters: 
Joanna Silverman M.Ed. 
Jacquelyn Fede, Ph.D. 

Date: Thursday, April 9, 2020 
Time: 9:00 am—3:00 pm 

Location: Pilgrim Academy 
42 Industrial Park Road  
Plymouth, MA 02360 

Cost: $200 
Refreshments/Lunch included 
Register through Smart PD by: 
Thursday, April 2, 2020 

This unique workshop will present perspectives from both an 
educator who has had the privilege of working with nuance 
students on the autism spectrum as well as an adult with autism 
who has completed the highest level of education.  Training 
workshops on autism often focus on challenging behaviors and 
present behavior management approaches; however, these 
approaches often fall short on providing insight into the 
underlying needs of students who are functioning on the higher 
end of the spectrum.  Throughout this workshop, we will focus 
on understanding sensory processing differences, challenges in 
social interaction/understanding, and communication 
differences that affect some of our most gifted learners, while 
learning strategies to incorporate that will ensure these learners 
are successful both in school and in life.   
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